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THE DEVELOPMENT OF HIGH-SCHOOL CURRICULA 

The monograph by John E. Stout, Ph.D., entitled The Develop- 
ment of High-School Curricula in the North Central States from 
i860 to 1918 is now available and can be secured from the Depart- 
ment of Education of the University of Chicago. The introductory 
chapter presents a brief account of the early high schools and 
furnishes a background for the discussion of the development of 
high-school curricula. The data which are presented were secured 
largely from published courses of study and textbooks. In select- 
ing materials for tabulation and interpretation, an effort was made 
to secure those which would fairly represent prevailing practices. 
In discussing the organization of curricula and the subject-matter 
of each course, special emphasis is given to general practices and 
tendencies rather than to peculiarities of particular schools. High- 
school principals and teachers will find these discussions of high- 
school curricula of large value in interpreting current tendencies 
in high-school subjects. 

HISTORY OF EDUCATIONAL LEGISLATION IN MISSISSIPPI 

The monograph by William H. Weathersby, Ph.D., entitled 
A History of Educational Legislation in Mississippi from 1798 to 
i860 is ready for distribution and can be secured from the Depart- 
ment of Education. The purpose of Dr. Weathersby's monograph 
was to describe and analyze the legislation of Mississippi from 
1798 to i860 and to discuss the more significant factors which 
account for that legislation. A comparison of the educational 
legislation of Mississippi with that of New York and Ohio reveals 
wide variation in the origin and development of our state systems 
and helps in understanding the problems involved in the develop- 
ment of a national system of education. 
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HISTORY OF EDUCATIONAL LEGISLATION IN NEW JERSEY 

The fourth study on the history of the educational legislation 
of the various states has recently been completed by Dr. F. B. 
Harrington. These studies, by candidates for the degree of Ph.D. 
in the Department of Education of the University of Chicago, fill 
an important gap in our educational history. 

The present study is entitled The History of Educational 
Legislation in New Jersey from 1776 to 1867. It follows the general 
plan of the series, and has chapters on the formative influences, 
the trend of the legislation, state aid and support of education, 
administration and supervision, special legislation for cities, 
secondary and higher institutions, legislation for special classes, 
and a final chapter on the place of New Jersey in the establishment 
and development of the various state systems of education. While 
New Jersey was not a leader in the educational movements of the 
nineteenth century, the history of her efforts to establish a free 
school system is of interest because we may see the effects of the 
policy of conservatism, and of the efforts of local self-governing 
units in the control of schools. On the other hand, the evolution 
of state centralization can be followed in the absorption of the 
powers of school districts and towns by state administrative 
authorities such as the state board of education and the state 
superintendent. Another interesting feature of the work is the 
history of the special legislation enacted to meet the new educa- 
tional problems of cities. The familiar economic, social, and educa- 
tional changes brought about by the concentration of population 
in cities and the shift from agricultural to industrial pursuits are 
well illustrated in this state. It is hoped that this study will be 
published within the next year. 



